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HEADqjIARTERS EIGHTH ARMY 
United States Army 

Office of the Staff Judge Advocate f „ 

Doc. Ho. 49 
Yokohama, Japan 
18 November 1946 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS NAOZA SHIMQLAIRA 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS HARUSHIGE KAWAKAMI 

. Bggjgk of the .Staff Judge Advocate 

1. The attached recard of trial by common trial of Naoza Shiraodaira and 
Harushige Kawakanl, at Yokohama, Japan from 10 to 12 July 1946, hy a Military Com¬ 
mission appointed by paragraph 1, Special Orders No. 175, Headquarters Eighth Army, 
dated 9 July 1946, having been referred to the Staff Judge Advocate for review, is 
submitted to the Commanding General. 

j^oasl-Pata Concerning Accused 

Haozo Shlmodalra 
About Thirty-fire (35) 

Aomorlken, Sannchs gun, Hochigami Mura, Aza Toriabe 
Shimotal. 

Married 

Three year old child 
Hot shown 

Guard employed by Nippon Kokan Kobushiki Kaiaha 
Hot shown 


Harushige Kawakami 
Thirty-seven (37) 

Kawasaki-shi, Daishi Kanon Cho, 1 Chome 63 
Hot shown 
Hot shown 
Not shown 

Guard employed by Nippon Kokan Kabushiki Kaiaha 
Hot shown 


NAME: 

AGE: 

RESIDENCE: 

• 

MARITAL STATUS: 
RELATIVES: 
EDUCATION: 
VOCATION: 
MILITARY CAREER: 


NAME: 

AGE:’ 

RESIDENCE: 
MARITAL STATUS: 
RELATIVES: 
EDUCATION: 
VOCATION: 
MILITARY CAREER: 


S. Synopsis of Charges, Pleas, Findings, Legal Sufficiency and Sentence: 

Legally 

Charge and.Specifications Fleas Findings Sustained 

a. Shimodaira: 

Charge: Between 1 August 1943 and 31 
May 1945 at or near Tokyo Area Pow 
Detached Camp No. 5, Kawasaki, as civ¬ 
ilian guard of Ftf'e held by Japan, did 
violate the Laws and Customs of War. 

Sp 1 : Between 13 October 1943 and 30 

May 1944, accused in conduction with 
other Japanese, unlawfully brutally 
beat Pfc. Frank Rubla, an American FW. 

Sp 2 : About April and May 1945, ac¬ 

cused in conjunction with other Jap¬ 
anese, unlawfully beat and cruelly 
tortured PFC Ronald 0. McMahon, an Ameri¬ 
can PW. 
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Ip 3 t Between 1 December 1943 and 30 SO 

April 1944, accused in conjunction with 
other Japanese, Unlawfully brutally beat 
Cpl. Donroy J. Shangreau, an American PH. 

Sp 4 : Various times between 1 March SO 

1944 and 30 June, 1944 u accused, in con¬ 
junction with other Japanese unlawfully 
brutally beat Pfc Derwood ?. Hoffman, 
an American PW. 


0 


Sp 5 : About February 1945, accused in SO 0 

conjunction with other Japanese, unlaw¬ 
fully cruelly tortured Pfc Eugene E. 

Llts, an American PM, 

Sp S ; Various times between 1 August SO 0 

1943 and 31 May 1945, accused alone 

and in conjunction with other Japanese 

unlawfully beat struck and otherwise 

tortured numerous Allied Pfa'. 

Sentence Imposed: Confinement nt hard labor for twelve (12) years. 
Maximum Legal Punishment: Death. 


b. Kawakami: 


Charge: Between 1 August 1943 and 31 110 0 

May 1945 at or near Tokyo area POW 
Detached Camp Ho, 5, Kawasaki, as civ¬ 
ilian guard of FW*s held by Japan, did 
violate the Laws and Customs of War. 


Sp 1 : Between 13 October 1943 and 30 HO 0 

May 1944, accused in conjunction with 
other Japanese, unlawfully brutally beat 
Pfc Frank Hubla, an American PW. 

Sp 3 l About April and May 1945, ac- HO 0 

cused In conjunction with other Jap¬ 
anese, unlawfully beat and cruelly 
tortured Pfc Donald 0. McMahon, an 
American PW. 


Sp 3 j Between 1 December 1943 and 30 HO 

April 1944, accused in conjunction with 
other Japanese, unlawfully brutally beat 
Cpl. Donroy J, Shangreau, an American PW, 

Sp 4 t Various times between 1 March HO 

1944 and 30 June 1944, accused, in conj¬ 

ugation with other Japanese unlawfully 
brutally beat Pfc Derwood T* Hoffman, an 
American PH. 

Sp 6 : Various times between 1 August 30 

1943 and 31 May 1945, accused alone and 
in conjunction with ether Japanese un¬ 
lawfully beat struck and otherwise tor¬ 
tured numerous Allied PWe. 


0 


0 


0 


Sentence Imposed: Confinement at hard labor for (10) years. 
Maximum Legal Punishment: Death. 
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Accused Shi.JBo4a.ira was nicknamed '♦Josephine" and accused Kamiksmi was 
nicknamed "Slick Pants" (Ex. 1). 

As to Specification 1 (Shiaodalra) and Specification 1 (Kawakami): 

The Tokyo Area Prisoner of War Detached Camp No. 5 was located at Kawasaki Prison¬ 
ers of war at this camp were required to work nearby in concern employing the two 
accused as guards. These guards were required to perform their duties while the 
men were at work and at times within the Prisoner of War Camp (E. 8,9). On 
October 18 and 19, 1943 they took part in heating prisoner Prank labia for food 
stealing, with & heavy leather belt, a short bamboo stick, a rubber hose and a 
wooden ruler. A short thick club was used to beat him around the legs, hips and 
other parts of the body. The beating began about 8 PM and was continued at in¬ 
tervals throughout the next day. The accused Kawakami also threw lubia to the 
ground with judo ($x. 1,9,4,5). 

Aa to Specification 2 (Shimodaira) and Specification 2 (Kawakami)t 
About April and May 1945 both accused took part in beating prisoner McMahon for 
scratching "V for Victory" on a hospital wall. Accused Kawakami practiced judo 
on him and beat him with a club and belt. Accused Shimodaira forced McMahon 
while in weakened condition to run in a circle until exhausted, then kicked him 
poured water on him and forced him to run again (R. 5, 11, 12, Ex. 1, 3, 6, 7, 

8, 9). This incident was testified to by Katsumi Oto, an interpreter employed 
by the Nippon Kokan Xabushlki Keisha (l. 4), and who, together with three defense 
witnesses, identified both accused (l. 5, 23, 27, 31). 

As to Specification 3 (Shimodaira) and Specification 3 (Kawakami) 

Upon different occasions between 1 December 1943 and 30 April 1944, Cpl. J. 
Sbangreau an American PS 1 .', was severely beaten and kicked by accused Kai-jakami, 
Shimodaira and other Japanese (Ex. 1,3,4,7,8,12,13). 

As to Specification 4 (Shimodaira) and Specification 4 (Kawakami): 

Upon different occasion between 1 March and 30 June, Pfc Hoffman, an American 
Prisoner of War, was severely beaten by the accused Kawakami and Shimodaira 
(Ex. 1,3,4,7,8,12,13). On 2 June 1944 he was beaten with loaded riding crops, 
belt buckles and clubs by the accused and other Japanese. His face was swollen 
beyond recognition, and when his face healed, he did not look like the same 
man (Ex. 14) 


As to Specification 5 (Shimodaira); In February 1945 accused 
Shimodaira took part in burning Pfc Litz, an American PN, on the head, legs and 
ankles. His left foot became so infected from the bums that he remained, in for 
two weeks (Ex. 3, 15). The accused also took part with other Japanese in beating 
Litz (Ex. 1). 

As to Specification 5 (Kawakami) and Specification 6 (Shimodaira) 

Upon various occasions between 1 August 1943 and 31 May 1945 the accused 
Shimodaira and Kawakami beat and In conjunction with other Japanese also beat 
struck and tortured several Allied PWs. (Ex. 1,2,3,7,13,14,16,17,18,19) 

Pfc Bareika an American PW was struck 15 or 20 blows on the arms, hands, and on 
the back of his legs by accused Shimodaira with a two by four which was approxi¬ 
mately four feqt long (Ex. 16). 

b. For the Defense : 

Both of the accused, after being warned of their rights, took the 
stand in their own behalf and testified under oath (R. 34,43) 

Accused Noazo Shimodaira testified that he had been employed by the 
Hippon Kokan Kobaahiki Kalsha as a civilian guard of PWs at Ho. 5 Dispatch Cfi^p. 
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He lived outside the caap. He accompanied the PVg fro® the caap to the company 
factory, to the caap for lunch and return and again to camp in the evening. He 
also supervised them during the day in the factory (R. 35, 36). He ooe&sion&lly 
worked on the night shift with similar duties (R. 37). He occasionally perfor¬ 
med guard duties within the caap (R. 10, 44). He denied burning Litz or any 
other FW (R. 39). He did not recall Rubia nor any mistreatment of him (R. 37). 

He stated he was absent when McMahon was mistreated (R. 37, 38, 43). He admitted 
that he slapped Shangreau and Hoffmen two or three times when he lost his temper, 
after they had stolen some food (R. 38 , 41, 42). He also admitted striking a 
prisoner who had stolen a lunch (R. 39, 41), and another prisoner when he tried 
to get hold of Mm when the prisoner pushed him aside in running away after molest¬ 
ing a woman at the factory latrine (R. 40, 41). 


Accused Kawakaai testified that he had also been employed by the 
Nippon Xoknn Kobushiki Raieha as a civilian guard with duties similar to those 
of Shimodaira (R. 43). He stated that he spent five to eight hours a day in the 
camp and that Shimodaira spent one or two hours a day in the camp (R. 48). He 
denied that he ever saw Shimodaira mistreat any prisoner in the camp (R.48). He 
admitted that after he had caught Rubia stealing sugar he hit him two or three 
times under the (direction of Rondo, who has been convicted of committing atroci¬ 
ties (R. 33 , 44,^47). He denied mistreating Hoffman (S. 45, 47). He practiced 
judo on McMahon at the direction of a sentry and threw McMahon twice (R. 44, 48). 
Kavakemi held an honorary rating of San Den, a Class Three rating. In an honorary^, 
society of judo (R. 47, 48). He admitted hitting Shangreau two or three times 
under the direction of Rondo for stealing rice (R. 45, 47). He further testi¬ 
fied that he caught a prisoner who had stolen a lunch and "feeling kindly toward 
him...hit him two or three times lightly to prevent further punishment" (R. 46). 

He also struck a prisoner two or three times on a similiar occasion (R. 46). He 
concluded his testimony by detailing his efforts to look after the welfare of the 
prisoners (R. 49). 

The defense called three further witnesses: Lt Miohiji Ishiga, for 
two years, 10 May 1943 to 10 June 1945, the camp commandant; Shigeo Koda, a per¬ 
sonnel worker employed by the Nippon Kokan Kabushiki Kaisha, 1 August 1943 to 
31 May 1945; and Shogo Koado, a civilian attached to the army and employed at the 
camu from 18 May 1943 to 4 June 1945 (R. 22, 28, 31). Ishige told of the duties 
of camp personnel (R. 22, 23, 24). He stated that he forbade physical punishment 
in his camp and had no idea that it was gding on (R. 27)• Roba testified of the 
various personnel duties and denied that he ever saw the accused strike a prisoner 
(R. 28, 30). Rondo stated that he beat Rubia two or three times and gave him the 
kyu (burning) treatment (R. 31, 32). He also that beat Shaugreau two or three 
times (R. 32) and Hoffman four or five times (R. 32). He denied seeing the accused 
beat any prisoner (R. 33). He is under a twenty-five year sentence following his 
trial before a Military Commission (R. 33). 


Seven affidavits were introduced into evidence by the defense. These 
consisted of statements of former prisoners of war. PH Phelps stated that in 
March 1944 Rubia was beaten by Rondo (Ex. A). PW Troth stated that McMahon was 
beaten in May 1945 by Japanese guards for writing "7 for Victory" on a wall, and 
that two guards who toolc a leading part in the beating wore Yamada and TCondo (Kx* 
B). pttf Allen stated that Shaugarow and Hoffman were beaten 18 December 1943 by 
a civilian worker named Horoaon. The ringleader of the civilian workers who best 
him and Hoffman was Rondo. Renoaka and two others helped in the beating (Ex. 0). 
PW Muller stated he saw Shangreau and Hoffman beaten by Rondo and Umada (Ex. D). 
PW English stated that Shangreau was beaten about 19 December 1943 by a Japanese 
civilian guard he knew as Mr. Hara. (phonetically similar to the last of Shima- 
daira) (Ex. E). PW Chittenden stated that the responsibility for Shangru's mis¬ 
treatment was with It. Ishigi, and two civilian guards named Yamita and Konda 
(Ex. P). F/7 Troth stated that primary responsibility for the mistreatment of 

Shangreau wae with Tameda and Rondo (Ex. 0). 


4. Opinion : 

The record is sufficient to legally sustain the findings of the 
commission and the sentence imposed. The Commission was constituted by proper 
authority and had Jurisdiction over the accused and the offenses charged. From 


ff 
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th« evidence the guilt of "both of the .accused is established. The record fails 
to disclose any error-injuriously affecting the substantial rights of the accused. 
The evidence supports the findings beyond a reasonable doubt. There was no evi¬ 
dence that the aec ised were not sane at the time the alleged acts ware committed 
or at the time of trial. The accused were given a fair trial, were ably defended, 
produced witnesses on their own behalf and took the stand themselves after being 
warned of their rights. 


5. 


Recommendationst 


A letter requesting clemency has been submitted on behalf of the 
accused Kawakami by his wife and some 219 friends and neighbors. It represents 
that the accused equipped the prisoners barracks with a steam heating apparatus, 
prepared bomb shelters, fixed the water tanks for use in case of fire and supplied 
about seventy five prisoners with cigarettes. It requests commutation of the 
sentence and an early release. The accused has a sick wife in bed, two children, 
and an elderly father, all In poverty and unable to earn a living. They are now 
being maintained by the sympathy of friends, neighbors and acquaintances. This 
letter and the sincere representations it contains, have been carefully considered. 

The Commission sentenced the accused Shimodalra to confinement at 
hard labor for twelve (12) years and the accused Kawakami to confinement at hard 
labor for ten (10) years. The sentences are legal and are supported by the evi¬ 
dence. The accused were each the perpetrator of numerous beatings, some of which 
they admit. The cruelties they committed outweigh considerations of clemency for 
the accused. It is recommended that clemency be denied and that the sentence be 
approved. Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Honshu, Japan, is the appropriate place of 
confinement. 

6. Action ; 

A form of action designed to carry this recommendation into effect in 
attached hereto. 

/■/ Cyril D. Hill 
CYRIL D. HILL 
Lt. Colonel, CAR 
Assistant Staff Judge Advocate 

* 

I CONCUR: However, in view of the compelling evidence of many and protracted 
tortures (Of. Exhibit 1,2,4,8,10,12), committed by each accused it la believed 
that each of the sentences is inadequate. 


/•/ Allan R. Browne 
ALLAH R. BROWNE 
Lt. Colonel, JAGD 
Army Judge Advocate 
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